FAIRWAY POLICE DEPARTMENT

5252 Belinder Road

Fairway, Kansas  66205

October 30, 2006

CRIME PREVENTION NOTICE

Driveway Repair Scam Targeting the Elderly
The Merriam Police Department reported three incidents in the last month of a “contractor” identified to victims as John Williamson contacting elderly homeowners and requesting to “repave” their driveway.  In one incident, Williamson advised that he was a contractor for the City of Merriam – which is false.  In that incident, the initial quote was $1,200 and then changed to $4,100 upon completion.  Williamson has “crews” on site and they start the work immediately after convincing the elderly individual that the work is necessary.  The work has been described as “sloppy” and most likely will require repair.  Two of the victims are over 80 years of age.

The Fairway Police Department encourages residents to beware of these sorts of targeted, high-pressure sales or repair tactics.  Please share this information with elderly relatives and/or neighbors.  

Here is the information that we have on the suspect and vehicle:

VEHICLE:  Dark colored 2006 Chevrolet Silverado pickup with Texas tag 19VXS3 (Red star affixed to the side of the vehicle)

SUSPECT:  John Williamson – Texas driver’s license of 22335023

BUSINESS NAME – None available.  Williamson tears off that corner of the “contract.”

Criminal charges are appropriate in these cases. If any statements made to the victim are false (such as the City of Merriam contractor story) we can file theft by deception charges.  Further, using coercion or intimidation to increase the price after the work is completed also allows us to file criminal charges.

We need the following in order to prosecute these cases:

1) Copy of check used to pay Williamson (victim should be able to get bank to provide copy fairly quickly).

2) Original contract given to victim and receipts provided by Williamson.

3) Pictures of the work performed.

4) Detailed statement by the victim discussing all statements made, conversations, if entry into residence – describe what story was told to gain entry.

5) Information related to the “Crew” used to pave the driveway.

6) Vehicle information; telephone numbers.

Please call Fairway City Hall at 262-0350 should you have any questions regarding the credentials of any contractor.

